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“ The wisdom that is from above is without hypocrisy.” 

James iii. 17. , 

My intention is to speak here, of hypocrisy between man and 
man, and particularly of that refined kind, which forms too great 
apart of the manners and conversation of the fashionable world.— 
A set of pernicious maxims have been introduced, which too often 
are adopted without reflection, whose tendency is to make men 
wear the alluring semblance of virtue, not to possess its reality. 
These maxin's have a degenerating influence on society. No hu- 
man Jaws can reform the evil. If the current coin of the country 
is in danger of becoming adulterated, legislators can make laws te 
prevent it, but what remedy can be offered, if the garb of mildness, 
and gentleness, and friendship, be hypocritically thrown over the 
manners and language, adulterating the medium by which one hu- 
man heart communicates with another. -If a young man just be- 
ginning trade, is swindled by a knave, theJaw will give him relief; 
oreven if he lose his property, profiting by his experience he may 
regain it: But how shall the unsuspicious youth, who entered the 
world, believing that words were used‘in their appropriate signifi- 
cation, and that, affectionate manners indicated affectionate dispo- 
sitions—finding at length, that he has been cheated of his warmest 
affections by hypocritical pretences, where shall he go for consola- 
tion? Surely he ought to seek it in the bosom of his God—to de- 
vote to him that «fection of which a treacherous world is so un- 
worthy. But afflictions arising from such disappointments, are not 
apt to dispose the minds of men to reccive religious truths. Sick- 
ness or loss of friends frequently softens the heart, aud produces 
that “godly sorrow Which worketh repentance.’’ We see the 
agency of God, and learn to fear Lia power, and deprecate his wrath. 
But how seldom do we fiud such happy effects resulting from a 
man’s Sading himself deceived in his offections by his fellow-beings. 
How much more frequently dowe see him, seeking to lull the sense 
of anguish by intemperance, or dissipate it, m the bustle of am- 
bition: Or, becoming revengeful, he seeks to destroy the happi- 
ness of thosc who have sported with his; or acquiring a misan- 


thropic cast, believes that all are equally deceitful with those who 


a 


have injured him. He cares not who he deceivés ; but considers 
that he is only playing back the game, which has been played upon 
him. But suppose he should flee to the sanctuary of religion, 
and find there “ that peace, which the world can neither give nor 
take away ;” yet, even the regenerated heart is human still, 
and all that the world could take from him it has. “ Offences must 
come,” saith the Saviour, “but woe to him, by whom they 
come.” Jf an incendiary burn my house, his guilt is not dimi- 
nished, because I find a friend who builds me a better. 

One would think, there was no need to warn professors of 
religion against insincerity ; for scarcely can they open that holy 
book, which they profess to make the rule of their lives, without 
finding sincerity recommended, either by precept or some illus- 
trious example. But a recent fact, which, perhaps, may have 
had an influence, in leading my mind into this train of reflections, 
may shew that they have need to watch, and guard themselves 
from the contagion of this fashionable vice. A youth of that 
enthusiastic turn of mind, which generally is, and was in his 
particular case, a concomitant of genius, became ardently the 
friend of a professor of religion. His heart was yet unsubdned 
by its truths, but he began to relish them: He became fond of 
pious discourse, and his Bible was often in his hands. Inthe mean 
time a circumstance occurred, which shewed him the hollowness of 
the friendship, which he had been led to believe was felt for him. 
He instantly dismissed his inclination to religion: nay, more, be- 
came its avowed enemy. “I find,” he will say, “those who pre- 
tend to religion are no better than the-rest-of the world. D. pre- 
tended to have experienced if, and yet I fgund him acting from 
baser motives than I could possibly have done.” Though it would 
be easy to show the fallacy of this reasoning, yet that is not 
my present business. [ relate this to shew how necessary it is for 
professors to beware of practising “ the simulationand dissimula- 
tion of the world.” Should this young man finally be cast away 
with the impenitent, might not his soul be required at the hands 
of him who practising the manners of the world, instead of the 
« simplicity and Godly sincerity of the gospel,” led an artless 
youth to believe in a friendship which he did not feel? And have 
not those who find. themselves capable of activg thus, cause to 
suspect that they have deceived themselves, and that divine 
truth is not in them. a 
How much good would result, if our youth would study the 





Bible to form their morals and manners instead of Chesterfield ; of 
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let them merely take the writings of St. Pavi.—and surely they 
would, if they had that extended view, which Mr. Addison 
ascribes to discretion and did not look at existence wholly through 
ihe microscope of cunning. St. Pacx would teach them the wis- 
dom that is from above, which would remove their blemishes of 
character ; whereas Lord Chesterfield would teach them,.in the by- 
pocrisy of worldly wisdom, to conceal them. Chesterfield's max- 
ims are like juggler’s tricks, valuable only while known to few; St. 
Pavcv’s, like agriculture, the more the knowledge of it is extended, 
the better will be the state of society. Paut would teach them 
realities, sublime in their import, vast in their consequeaces— 
Chesterfield, merely pretences, which if they attain all the ob- 
jects which they propose, turn out insignificant things at last. 
Paut would teach them to estimate themselves, with such just 
humility, that there would be no danger of their giving offence 
by boasting. Chesterfield would make them keep a_bypocriti- 
cal silence concerning themselves, while he objects net to their 


~ fostering all the vanity of the human heart. St. Pauw teaches 


to love our brethren of the human family, and to do good to them, 
because it is the will of the Gop.who made us, and the Saviour 
who died for us; and because it will produce to us, peace of 
conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, and eternal life. Chester- 
field teaches us to pretend to love others, that we may cheat them 
out of their affection, and make them the tools to subserve our 
petty purposes of pleasure or ambition, which the grave will 
soon end, if the base means we take to accomplish them, do uot 
end them sooner!—Yes, a dark grave closes in.,upon them— 
eternity unprepared for follows—and a Gop unappeased, 


If I say nothing here of hypocrisy towards Gop, it is not be- 
cause I am not aware of how much greater magnitude is its sin 
than when we exercise it towards men: It is because I fear my 
feet are too unsanctified to tread on ground so holy. Let the 
ambassador of Gop, standing in his consecrated place, declare 
the tremendous guilt of hypocrisy towards Gov; but let not 
even him attempt it, unless when the Spirit gives a fervor to his 
soul, and an energy to his language. Then let him with stern- 
ness on his brow, and terror.in his voice, pronounce ihe appaling 
woe, with whjch omnipotent power has cursed those, who dare, 
with impious mockery of devotion, to insult their God. —_H. 
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. | 
Omieon’s communications are received and will be inserted in due time, Favours 
from the satue hand are solicited. 
a ______] 
SOLEMN PROSPECTS 
AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NEW YEAR, 


—_—_s 


I isa just though trite remark, that the world in which we live is 
never stationary. Itself, and all things in it, are suffering perpetual 
change. The effects produced in external nature, by the revolutions 
efday and night, and by the regular succession of seasons f:on year 





‘ , “ ‘ 
to year, are obvious, even to the most common observer; and have 
often furnished the subject of many a delightful song, to those who 
have viewed them with a poetic eye. 

‘hough human society never becomes extinct, yet the indiduals of 
which it is composed are continually changing. Every day that 
passee, removes many individuals from life; and the number must 
certainly be great, which each succeeding year consigns to their 
elernal home. Maay, inevery department of society, of every con- 
dition, of every age, and of every character, are cut down by the 
stroke of deaih; so tbat the places which they formerly occupied. 
‘know them no more.” Such changes have happened in all the 
years that are past, and similar events will undoubtedly occur, ia 
(hose that are to come. Whilst multitudes of unthinking mortals 
spend their days and years in vanity, regarding, with a brutish insen- 
sibility, the most striking facts which the progress of time exhibits; 
Jet us be wise, and attend {for a little to those solemn prospects, which 
the commencement of @ agw year opens to our view. Let us admit 
the possibility of dying in the course of it; and O that the writer, as 
well as every reader of this paper, might be enabled, through divine 
grace, suitably to improve the interesting prospect ! 

“ This year thou shalt die,” was the mezsage of God by the mouth 
of Jeremiah, to the false prophet Hananiah: “ This year thou shalt 
die,” is the voice of God thisday, to many who are p&tting tar irom 
them the thoughts of death, and exulting in the hope of many future 
years of prosperity and joy. 

Ye men of rank and figure, this message is addressed to many 
of you; who, placed in the commanding stations of socicty, are 
raised to a proud pre-eminence above your fellow creatures. ‘This 
day ye are receiving the adulation and homage of servile dependents 
and flatterers; but before its anniversary return, your power aud pa- 
tronage shall have passed to other hands: The veaal crowd shall 
have forsaken your threshold; death shall have laid you low, and 
brought you to that house where the small and the great, the servant 
and the master, lie down updistinguished together! Prepare to ap- 
pear before the tribunal of that supreme Judge, * wiih whom. there 
is no respect of persons, and who shall render to every man accord. 
ing to his works.” 

Ye high-minded possessors of the wealth of this world, who “ trust in 
yaur wealth and boast of the multitude of your riches!” How many 
such are this day saying by their conduct, with the rich man in the 
parable, each to himself, “ Soul, theu hast much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry!” ‘but the day 
is coming forward, within this year, when God shall say to this or the 
other secure worldling, ® Thoa fool, this night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee.” - ** ‘Turn away thine eyes, then, from beholdiag va- 
nity.” Seek the true riches, the unfading inheritance; seek them 
in the right order, and they are assuredly thine forever. 

Ye who are devoted to sensual cnjoyments ! “« whose god is your bel- 
ly ;” who are led captive by “ the Jast of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, aud the pride of life’—this year, Death, unwelcome messcn- 
ger! may snatch some of you away from the haunts of dissipation, 
from the assemblies of gaiety, or from the convivial hoard, where you 
labour, in noisy mirth, to drown the recollection of the past, and the 
care of the future; saying, with the disciples of Epicurus, “ Let us 
eat and drink te-day, for to-morrow we die.” Should the awful sum- 
mous meet you in such circumstances as these, with what consterna- 
tion will your sols be overwhelmed ? Like the king of Babylon, whea 
at his impious feast he beheid the hand-writing on the wall, “ Then 
the king’s countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, 
so that the joints of his Joins were loosed, and his knees smote one « 
gainst the other.” 

Many poor afflicted ones, who have spent their days in obscurity, 
under (he pressure of accumulated hardships, shall, indeed, this year, 
obtain a release from the troubles of @ present life, and pass, accord 
ing to their respective characters, to regions of perfect bliss, or of se- 
verer endless wo. 

This year too, as in all those that have gone before, Death shall ap- 
proach his destined victims in varieus ways and forms. Growing infirmi- 
ties, slow wasting disease, or the muititude of years, shall prove to 
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many the sure harbingers of mortality. Acute disease frequently. 
makes the transition short, from the vigour of health to an untimely. 

ye. Should war recominence its ravages, how many lives, dragged 
forth by mad ambition, or engaged in the honourable defence of their 
country, may be expected to fall in deadly conflict! Of those * who 
go down to the sea in ships,” it may be feared, that not a few shall, in 
the raging deep, find a watery grave. Nor shall even the merciless 
element of fire, probably, want its victims. Nay, some souls, it may 
be presumed, without the least previous warning, escaping almost 
the sensation of dying, may suddenly, in a moment, drop their mor- 
tal bodies, and launch into eternity, whilst engaged in their ordinary 
occupations or duties, in the market or in the field, in their own house, 
or in the house of God. Whatever the designs of Providence to such 
individuals may be, their example sounds aloud to survivors the mo- 
mentous admonition, “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might. Be ye therefore ready also, for the Son of Man cometh at 
ap hour when ye think not.” 

Youth and Beauly, whilst rejoicing in the days of youth, in the 
days of the gladness and gaiely of their heart, intent only on present 
joy, may receive the unwelcome call to go down to the dark and silent 
grave, and to appear before God in jadgment. j 

The man of business, in the vigour of age, careful and cumbered a- 
beut many things, unmindful that one thing is needful, anxious to ad- 
vance his fortune, and lay up a provision for old age ; who has no 
time to think of his soul, and to prepare for eternity ; may yet, in the 
eourse of this year, find leisure to die, and give account of himself to 
God. 

This year too, as in every former year, is there not reason to ap- 
prehend, that Death, by unwelcome visits, may destroy, in many cases, 
the happiness of domestic society ? disjoining by a heart-rending stroke, 
the strongest and most endearing ties by which humaa hearts cau be 
united; snatching the smiling, prattling child, from the embrace of 
the fond reluctant parent; cytting down by a stroke the more ad- 
vanced offspring, the promised staff and solace of parental age ; or, 
by taking away its natural head and protector, constraining the be- 
reaved family to say, “ Weare orphans and fatherless ; our mothers 
are as widows!” Such scenes as these exhibit, iu the most affecting 
form, the vanity of human comforts, and strongly enforce the apos- 
tle’s admonition, “ But this I say, brethren, the time is short ; it re- 
maineth, that both they that have wives, be as though they had 
none; and they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that 








rejuice, as though they rejoiced not ; and they that buy, as though 
they possessed not; and they that use this world, as aot abusing it; 
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know that the day is at hand, when thou shalt appear before the de- 
spised Saviour, provoked by thine impenitence and hardness of heart 
to act as the righteous Judge, and pronounce the irreversible sentence, 
‘* But those mine enemies, which would not that | should reign over 
them, bring hither, and slay them before me.” 

How difficult is it to convince many, who profess the gospel, of the 
reality of eternal things, and to engage their attention to the great con- 
cerua of salvation! ‘I'hough their character be remote from infidelity 
or profiigacy, they are strangers tothe power of vital godliness. They 
hear the truths of the gospel, and perhaps avow an approbation of 
them ; but they perceive not their intrinsic glory, nor feel the import- 
ance of them to their own happiness. They pass their days in secu- 
rity, and expect that all shafl be well with them at last. But “ wo 
to them that are at ease in Zion!” ‘To many of this description the 
last year of life is arrived. The day of salvation shall quickly go 
down; all opportunities of improvement shal! soon be past ; and .toa 
long eternity they shall bewail their folly, because “ the things that 
belong to their peace are hid from their eyes” forever. 

It ts the glory of the Gospel, that it reveals a method of divine accept- 
ance, at once honourable to God, and safe for sinful men; “ For there- 
in is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith.” “ Christ 
is the end of the law fur righteousness, to every one that believeth.” 
Much is to be lamented, that many “ being ignorant of the righteous- 
ness of God,” or too proud to submit to it, “go about to establish 
their own righteousness.” ‘They expect eterual life as the reward of 
some good ane done by themselves: or, if they admit (as who can 
refuse to admit ?) that they are chargeable with some imperfections, 
they will be indebted to Jesus for that portion of righteousness, which 
is necessary to supply their own deficiency ; and are willing, at most, 
to divide with the Saviour of sinners the glory of their salvation.— 
Thus they fatally stumble at that very stone which God has laid in 
Zion, as the only “ sure foundatien, and chief corner stone.” No de- 
scription of human characters is more inaccessible than this, to the 
truthand grace of the gospel. If to any such self-rightcous, scif- 
deceiving souls, this shall prove a dying year, they shall, alas! too 
late discover, that they are indeed, “ wretched, and miserable, and 
blind, and naked.” 

How awful the thought, that amongst the professors of Christianity, 
some assuine that sacred name with no other vicw than io “ make a gain 
of godliness!” ‘hough conscious of the insincerity of their hearts, 
they call Jesus, Lord, and join themselves to the number of his dis- 
ciples, only that they miay acquire reputation among men, orinsome 
other way promote their worldly interest. But“ let the sinvers ia 
Zion be afraid; let fearfulness surprise the hypocrites ;” the year of 





fur the fashion of this world passeth away.” 

Amidst all the vicissitudes of time, “ the word of the Lord abideth 
forever.” And the relation which individuals bear to the dispensation 
of mercy, discovers farther, and deeply interesting prospects, in conse- 
quence of the changes that may be expected, in the course of the year 
that is now begun. 

“ Do the prophets live forever 7” The gospel of Christ is justly de- 
nominated, The everlasting Gospel ; but those, who preach it, “ are 
not suffered to continue by reason of death.” ‘lo many invested 
with the sacred office, the great Lord will ere long say, “ Give an ac- 
eount of thy stewardship, for thou mayest be no longer steward.” ‘To 
the unfaithful servant, how tremendous the summons! Blessed is that 
minister, who, having studied through life to approve himself te God, 
aod to commend himself to the consciences of men, is able, in such a 
prospect, to say with Paul, “I am now ready to be offered, and the 
time of my departure isat hand; I have fought the good fight; 1 have 
finished my course ; 1 have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid 


up for me the crown of righteousness.” 





vengeance may now be come. This year, O lalse professor, in some 
fatal hour, death may place thee before the Judge of all. ‘Though 
thou shouldst succeed in deceiving thy fellow mortals to the ead ‘oF 
life, ** God will not be mocked.” Thy secret hypocrisy shall af last 
be unveiled; “ the hidden things of dishonesty shell be brought to 
light 3” and “ what is the hope of the hypocrite,” or what hath he 
gained, “ in the day that God taketh away his soul 2” 

How vast the number of individuals, belonging to these various 
classes of ungodly or unbelieving men, to whom the year which hath 
now commeoced is pregnant with everlasting destruction ! 

Bat, “ though all men have not faith,” yet there are seme who be- 
lieve and obey the gospel. Amidst all the degeneracy of (he times, the 
Lord has still reserved a people (¢r himsei/, who knows his name, 
and have tasted his love; who “ live by the faith ofthe Son of God,” 
and.“ walk in holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of 
their life. ‘To the friends of Jesus, the prospect of dying this year 
ought togive no dismay. They have reason raiher to expect it with 


The gospel is appointed to be preached “ to every creature,” but | joyful hope. Many “ old disciples”; shall this year arrive at their Ba. 


multitudes of wretched mortals refuse to hear it. They inake light of | 
the gospel, and despise ifs ordinaaces ; they forsake the Christian as- 

semblies, and profane the day of God. Enslaved by vice, they are | 
forced to take refuge in infidelity ; and joining the tribe of scoffers, | 
they mutually harden one another, and make strong -the hands of | 
wickedness. How many such shall, in the course of this year, be ar- | 
rested in the career of impiety! Yes, proud and haughty scorner. 


ther’s house. Many who “ groan being burdensd in this earthly. ta- 
bernacle,” shall soon obtain the long desired release, and enter into 
rest. And, O thou afflicted soul, tossed wiih tempest, and not com- 
forted,” by reason of perplexing doubts and fears, aad the tedious 
painful conflict with temptation and sin, rejoice, and * lilt up thy 
head, for the day of thy redemption” draweth nigh. Soon shall“ the 
days of thy. mourning be eniled.” “ ‘Thy warfare shail be accomplish- 
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' the rending of the rocks, the opening of graves; he then burst out in- 


‘Lord, which must be considered as in the highest degree impartial and 
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ed,” and thou thyself be “ more than a conqueror through him ‘that 
loved us.” Are any cut down in the midst of their days, and in the 
midst. of Ysclul service to the church and to the world?) Those wio 
survive may have cause to regret the loss, but the servant of God is 


called to a more extensive sphere of service; to sublimer enjoyment ; |’ 


to a purer and oobler society above. In every possible case, * biess- 
ed are the dead who die in the Lord; they rest from their labours 
aud their works do follow them.” Happy ‘art thou, O Christian, if 
the commencement of this year beholds the * abounding iu the work 
of the Lord,” and “ waiting for his salvation.” But it shail indeed be 
the happiest of all the years thou hast ever seen, if its conclusion find 
thee with Christ, and with God above, “ serving him day ani night 
in his temple.” 

Such are some of the prospects which this, the first day of the year 
presents to. our contempiation.. Thousands, amongst whom there 
may be some who now read these lines,;’shall find them fully realized 
betore ils next return.. . 


for a moment, and lif wp thy soul io Heaven, aad address .o thycell 
this*solemn inquiry, If } should die this yerr, Where shall my eternal 
halstatioa be f 
Othat they were wise’; that they 
woutt) consider theirdat¥er end.” 
* Lord; so tetch us*to wuniber our days, that we may apply our 
heacts:to wisdom.” 


uniferstood thie; that they 


—a 
- THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 
From the Lectures of Portcus, laic Bishop of London. 
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forcible avd sovunprejudiced a testimony to the divinity of Okrist, 
and bears so striking a resemblance to that of the centurion, that I; 
shall be pardoned, I trust, for bringing it once more to your recollec- 
tion, and introducing it here as the conclusion of the lecture :— 

“ Where (says he) is the man, where the philosopher, who can 
act, suffer, and die, without weakness and without ostentation ?— 


opprobrium of guilt, yet at the same time meriting the sublimest re- 
wards of virtue, he paints precisely every feaiure in,the character of 
Jesus Christ. ‘Uhe resemblance is so striking, that all the fathers 
have observed it, and it is impossible to be deceived in it. What 
prejudice, what blindvess onet possess the miad of that man, who dare 
to-compare the son of Soproniseus with the Son of Mary! Whata 
distance 1s there Lebveen the one und the other!! The death of So- 


fuat can be wirliod, thal of Jesus, expiring in torments, insulted, de- 








{ Rel, Monttor.| | 


|) tided, and. revticd by / fl the people, the most horrible that can be 
Reader, before the subject be dismisseg———perhaps fcrevert pause | im iwineds 
presents it to him; and who, in the very act of presenting melts into- 


Mocrates taking the poisoned cup, blesses the man whe 


fears, Jesus, in (be midst of the most ageuizing tortures, prays for. 
lus envoced prosecators. Yee, if the life and death of Socrates are. 


those of a Sage, the lite and death of Jesus are those of a GOD.” 


———<—<— ——. 


A LAY COMMENTATOR... 


A number of christian brethren, chiefly belonging to the dock. 
yard, Porismouth, always ushered in the morning of the Lord's day, 
ai six O'clock, by meeling in the vestry for social prayer, exhortation 
an! conference, On some portion of scripture, allernatcly.* At one 
of these conterence meeting®, the text led to charity; all spoke in 


Now when the centurion, and they that were with bim watching’! tpcir duen if ihey chose, when it rested with Charles Benjamin, who 


Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that. were done; 
feared greatly, saying, “ Truly this man was the son ol God.” 
The centurion here mentioned was the Roman captain, who, with 


and see the sentence executed. He placed himself, as St. Mark in- 
forms us, over against Jesus. From that station he kept his eyes 
constantly fixed upon him, and observed with attention every thing he 
said or cid. And when he saw the meekness, the patience, the resigna- 
tion the firmness with which our Lord endured the most excruciating 
torments; when he heard him at one time fervently praying for his 
murderers, and at another disposing with dignity and authority of a 
place in paradise to one of his fellow sufferers ;.and at Jength with 
that confidence, which nothing but conscious virtue and conscious 
dignity could at such a time inspire, recommending his spirit into the 
hauds of his Heavenly Father, he could not but conclude him to be a 
most extraordinary person and sathethiog more than human. But 
when, moreorer, he observes, the astonishing event that tock. place 
when Jesus expired: the agitation in which the whole frame of na- 
ture seemed to be thrown; the supernatural darkness, the earthquake, 


voluntarily into that striking execlamation—* Truly this man was the 


Son of God!” 
Here, then, we have a testimony to the divine character of our 


incorrupt: the honest unsoliclted testimony not of one who was pre- 
judiced in favor of Christ and his religion, but of one who by habit and 
education, was probably strongly prejudiced agaiast them. 

And it is not a little remarkable, that the contemplation of the 
very same scene, which so foreibly struck the Roman centurion, has 
extorted a simiiar confession from one of the most etoquent of mo- 
dern sceptics, who has never been aceused of too much credulity, and 
who, theugh he could bring himself to resist the evidence both of pro- 
phecy and’of miracles, and was therefore certainly no bigot to Chris- 
tianily, yet was overwhelmed with the evidence arising from the cha- 
racter, the sufferings, and the death of Jesus. I allude to the cele- 
brated comparison between the death of Socrates and the death of 
Jesus, drawn by the masterly pen of Rousseau. The passage is pro- 





they | wae a waterman, and lived between Portsmouth and Gosport. . His 


comment onthe text was as follows#-—*‘ 1 shall say nothing more 


; pra ; than this——we have been talking of charity; it would be good to pat 
a guard of soldiers, was ordered to attend the crucifixion of Jesus, | \: in exerejse. 


Here. is our brother Ephraim Forth, goes to dock 
every morning this eold weather, without a great coat, and here is 
my shilling towards buying him one,’ The good men took the hint, 
and Ephraim was enabled to purchase this necessary next day, and 
went to dock “ warmed, if not quite filled.” ' 

Que ry—Can the laity expound seripture ? 


* This laudable custom is still continued there, and has been, with- 
out intermission, for more than half a century. : 


oe 


r Hint to persons who come tate to wership.—A woman who always 


used toattend public worship with great punctuality, and took care 
to be in time, was asked how it was she could always come so early ? 


disturb the religion of others. 


a — 


Infidels.—It is not‘in general the want of evidence, but ‘the want 
of virtue, that makes men infidels ; let them cease to be wicked, and’ 


St. Paul(not with the head) that man believeth unto righteousness. 
Correct the heart, and all will go right. Unless the soil is good, all- 
the seed you cast upon it will he wasted in vain. Inthe parable of 
the sower we find, that the only seed which came to perfection, was 
that which fell on good ground, or an honest and a good heart. This 
is the first and most essential requisite to belief. Unbelievers com- 
lain of the mysteries of revelation; but we have the highest author- 
ity for saying, that io general, the only mystery which prevedts them. 
from receiving it, is the mystery of iniquity. 
—_——_ 
ORDINATION. 


On Sunday, the 17th ult. the Rev. Richard Sluyter was ordained : 
Pastor of the Dutch Reformed Church, in the town of Claverack, as 





bebly well known to a large part of this audience; but it affords so 


the Colleague of the Rev. Mr. Giphard, former minister of the game- 


~ tH, 


When Pilato describes his imaginary just man, covered with ell the» 


erates, phuesonphizciw calamity with his friends, is the most gentle 


She answered (very wisely) that it was a part of her religion not to. 


they will soon cease to be unbelievers. “ It is with the heart,” says. 
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congregation. An appropriate sermon was delivered by the Rey. 
ua Sickels, of Kinderhook ; the charge was pronounced by the Rev. 
Mr. Giphard, aud the other offices peculiar to the occasion were per- 
formed by these two reverend gentlemen, assisted by the Rev. Mr. 
eilus of Greenbush, 

erie is the first ordination ever solemnized in this town, although 
the Church was ereeted ia the year of our Lord, 1767. ‘The novelty 
of the scene, the sanctity of the day, and the solemnity of the trans- 
action, united to convene a crowded concourse of people, and to in- 
spire them with exalted atuniration of that merciful plan of redemp- 
tion, devised by the wisdom of God, and consummated by the blood 
and intercession of his son.--'lo that reverend old man, who, in this 
border of that holy vineyard which shalt ove day extend from the 
‘“riverto the ends of the evrth,” lias speut dhe pions efforts oi his young- 
er years, ant the fervent vigor of his meturity, in the service of, bis 
grevt High-Priest(—asnrely tis should be a day of dignified rejoicing 
—rejoicing in the prospect, that, after death shall have gathered hin 
tothe house of bis fathers, the Chureh oF bis people will not be left 
desolate, nor the lambs of his flock, hungry and shepherdless.. Let 
the ceremonies of this dey be remembered as a renewed evidence that 
God willsustain and cherish the institution of the Church, until every 
knee shell how, and every people, and kindred, and tongue, shall con- 
fess JESUS, Kiva or Kixnas anp Loap or Loans. 

Claverack, Dec, 18, 1815. [€om. | 
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MASONIC, 


NEW-YORK. Hupson, Jan. 2. 


Festival of St. John.—The anniversary of the birth of St. John the 
Evangelist, was celebrated in this city on Wednesday last, by the 
Hudson Lodge, No. 13, and a namber of brethren from neighbouring 
Lodges.—'l'he procession moved at 12 o'clock from the Lodge-Room 
in South-street, to the Episcopal Church, where an appropriate and 
finished discourse was delivered by brother the Rev. Gregory T. Be- 
dell. After the service, the procession moved to Mr. Bingham’s Ho- 
tel, where an excellent dinner was provided and served up in han¢d- 
some style. The day was fine and the collection numerous acd re- 
spectable. 


——— 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 





From the MercanTiILeE ADVERTISER. 





A WORD TO A BENEVOLENT PUBLIC. 


The New-York Bible Society and the Auxiliary New-York Bible 
Society, have entered into engagements with an approved artist for 
the manufacture of a set of Stereetpye plates of the Bible, compre- 
hendiog the Old and New Testaments, without note or comment.— 
The work is to be completed early in the ensuing spring; and it is un- 
derstood that to the great expense of such an undertaking will imme- 
diately be added that of a large edition from the plates. 

The object of the Societies is a permanent establishment for the 
manufacture of Bibles to be given to the poor who want but cannot 
buy, and to the heathen who do not know the importance of possess- 
ing. Nor let it be imagined, that the occasion for such charities is 
small. Tothe shame of those who have had it in their power to pre- 
vent or to remove the evil, there are thousands and tens of thousands 
of persons in our own country, who, to this day, from penury or other 
misfortune, know nothing, of that religion which alone can make the 
present life tolerable, and unfold the prospect of a better.. Our very 
streets afford the spectacle of wretches such as these; we may he- 
hold them from our windows, where we sit to enjoy at once the natu- 
ral and the spiritual light of heaven; and we may hear the profane 
expressions of their misery and their atheism interrupting the peace of 
the sabbath and the hallowed duties of the sanctuary. 

And where‘is the man among us, who has no concern about the 
means of wiping. ow the stain.of such a reproach? Who, that has a 
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name inscribed upon the rolls of civilized society, can look his fellow 
beings in the face, and say ; “‘ | have nothing to de in this matter; let 
the Bible circulate itself?” Above all, what Christian, or rather what 
abuser of the right of Christian appellation, can lay his hand upoa 
his bosom and proclaim, “ 1 know not the obligation of doing duty in: 
this way : let Him who gave the word of life to me, extend it to- 
others without my assistance ?” 

No man in his reason wiil deny that the sacred. Scriptures present 
a higher claim to his attention and consideration than is exhibited by 
any other book.—Upon the Scriptures is grounded all the religion in 
the world that has the slightest semblance of truth; and if they be 
false, the curtain drops upon futurity, and we grope in the dark- 
ness of despair. 

Fortunately, the time for objections against the general veracity 
and importance of christian theology is past. Centuries upon centu- 
ries have only piled up proofs upon proo/s in aid of the believer's faith; 
and though there are stifl infidels abroad, infidelity is not the ruling 
fashion of enlightened countries. 

Nor is there need to show by argument, that the Bible is calculated 
to do good, and to improve the condition of mankind wherever it 
finds its way. To say nothing of its essent' | character, the task 
were easy to demonstrate, that he who denies the faet, is either re- 
gardiless of truth or miserably ignorant of history. 

Taking for granted, therefore, that there are multitudes near us and’ 
among us who have no gospel to read, nor any to hope for but at the 
hands of charity ; and considering that we have within our reach a 
gospel of unutterable worth, a volume of “ glad tidings of great joy,” 
designed, indeed, for all, and yet depending, for the fulfilment of 
that merciful design, upon the agency of human benevolence; how 
shall any man presume to set at nought the duties arising from these 
circumstances, and expect, notwithstanding, to excuse himse!f to bis 
conscience when it shall awake to the benighted heathen, whom he 
may, but does not choose to instruet, or to that awful Being who shall 
search his guilty heart and try his reins, when the cries of rebels that 
have gone to perdition for the want of what his apathy, his avarice, 
or his misanthropy withheld, shall rise up to contema him in the 
judgment ? 

For aught that appears, God in his sovereignty may as filly re- 
quire the exertion of human efforts (o extend the knowledge of his 
revealed truth, as for any other purpose whatsoever ; aud to pretend 
that he never meant his revelation for those to whom he has not 
caused it to be made, is no wiser than to say that food should not 
be administered to the hungry, inasmuch as the sufferer’s nee: proves 
incontestibly, that he has no right to eat, but that he has been provi- 
dentially ordained to die of famive. This will never do; apd a pru- 
dent man, even though not a Christian, will ponder well before 
he adopt a rule of conduct that goes to curtail, if not utterly to destroy, 
the offices of charity. 

Besides, what are the sacrifices that are demanded of us? Must 
westint the bread of our children ? Must we give up our families to 
ruin? No; it is only a pittance that individuals are expeeted to con- 
tribute to provide the book of God for them who do not know bim.—- 
And what is the tenure of those riches from which the mite is solici- 
ted? Are they held in stable certainty, and will they last forever / 
May our hopes repose upon them as a pillow of immortal comforts ? 
Shall none of thuse who are now rich ever become poor? none ?—— 
But time itself will soon run out; and of what reckoning theo will be 
the goods of this world ? How far off is the hour, wheu, along with 
houses, lands and merchandige, eur very souls shall be require of us ? 
And suppose that hour were come, is tt credible that the departing 
spirit would retain its sordid passions? Would it still continue te 
grudge the alms of a Bible to the victim of ignorance, penury and 
vice?’ Ah, would it not rather agonize in sorrow and in pain over 
the memory of slighted opportunities to do good, of delinquencies in 
charitable duty, despise! for the meanness, condemned for thc * enor- 
mity, and abhorred for their barbarous inhumanity ? 

But such expostulations are unnecessary. ‘There is too much 
public’ spirit, and, it is to. be hoped, too much of the love of God and 
of manin the hearts of this community, to require any urgency o@ 
suit upon a subject of this kind... The Bible Societies wil! doubtless 
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restive the encouragement which they have a right to expect, and 
their pious philanthropy will soon possess a permanent resource, 
of which thousands and millions yet unborn may reap the invalu- 


able blessing 
att A FRIEND TO BIBLE SOCIETIES. 


he following gentlemen are appointed to solicit donations from 
the citizens of the-several wards :— 


First Ward.—Messrs. Francis B. Winthrop, jun. George P. Ship- 
man, and G. B. Vroom. ; 

Second Ward.—Mesers. Ezra C. Woodhull, Jasper Corning, and 
Dr. Valentine Mott. 

Third Ward.—Meessrs. Robt. Sedgwick, Floyd Smith, and Thomas 
N. Stanford. 

Fourth Ward.—Messrs. Rufus L. Nevins, William S. Root, and 
Jonathan W. Kellogg. : 

Fifth Ward.— Messrs. Wm. C. Mulligan, Dr. Gerardus A. Cooper, 
and Coruelius R. Duffie. " 

Sigth \¥ard.— Messrs. Francis Hall, John Bristed, and David 8. 
Lyon. . 

Seventh and Tenth W ards.—Messrs. Josias H. Coggeshall, and Wm. 
B. Crosb . Ba ci 

Eigth Ward.—Messrs. William E. Dunscomb, and James Price. 


—_—— 
ALBANY. RELIGIONS TRACT SOCIETY. 


At-the annual meeting of the Society, held on Wednesday evening 
Jan. 3d, 1816; the following persona were duly elecied for the 
ensuing year, viz: 


John McMillan, President. 

"Theodore Sedgwick, Esq. ? ;-- : 
W.A.'Tweed Dale, . Vaet-eeereeints: 
Christian Miller, 
John Sterns, M. D. 
Chester Bulkley, 
George Upfold, Treasurer. 

William Young, Recording Scerctary. 
Joseph Shaw, A. M. 
H. G. Spafford, A. M. 
James Ballentine, 
Isaac G. Hutton, 

John Boardman, J 


‘he second annual report of the Society will be published as soon 
as possible, and may be had, by applying to the treasurer. 


INTELLIGENCE FROM ABROAD. 


Pe cee cml 


Corre sponding Secretaries. 


Managers. 


From the Rucumonn, (Vir..) Enquirer. 


TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS OF CHILDREN, AND 
MASTERS OF APPRENTICES, THROUGHOUT THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA. . 


Fe.itow Cirizens, 


In the following Circular Letter, (a copy of which is intended to 
be sent to every teacher of youth withia the commonwealth,) the 
managers of the Bible Society of Virginia, suggest the propriety of 
introducing into seminaries of instruetion, the Bible, as a book to be 
generally read by the scholarsas part of their school exercise. ‘hey 
offer, also, to furnish the requisite number of books, at very low prices; 
er even gratutlously to any poor children, whose parents, guardians or 
miasters May be unable to purchase. 

_ In making this recommendation, the managers are iafluenced by a 
sincere desire to promote the good of their country, which so essen- 
wally depends upon the improvement of the rising generation. They 
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hope that you, as citizens of a free and happy country, professing se 
goodly a heritage, are not insensible of the necessity of a wisely di- 
rected education of the young, the helpless and the ignorant, as the 
means. of transmitting to posterity the blessings you enjoy; that you 
are suilably impressed with the uuspeakable importance of acquiring 
habits of morality and piety in the perilous season of youth, for the 
purpose of attaining respectability in manhood, comfort in age, and 
eternal happiness in a future state; that you are anxious to advance 
the welfare of the tender objects of your affection and care, of those 
precious and immortal souls, who lock up to you as instruments of 
geod to them, in the hands of their Creator. We flatter ourselves, 
therefore, that you will give to this proposition, and the arguments 
submitted with it, a serious perusal and candid consideration ; that if, 
on mature reflection, your Judgments shall be couvinced of its utility, 
you will not hesitate to sanction It with your approbation, but imme- 
diately exeft your influence with preceptors to carry it into effect.— 
The chains of habit are not easily broken; but, in this land of free- 
dom and liberal sentiments, it may be expected that a bad custom will 
not long be able to oppose the united forees of reason and religion ,; 
that any reform, completely supported by both, will approve itself te 
the understandings of all, and soon be generally, if not universally, 
adopted. 

Devoutly imploring “the Father of Lights, from whom cometh 
every good and perfect gift,” to prosper his holy word “ in the thing 
whereto he hath sent it,” to “ cleanse the way of the young man,” 
“ to make wise the simple,” and “ rejoice the hearts” of believers, the 
managers of the Bible Society “ trust in the name of the Lord, and 
stay upon their God,” the assistance of whose efficacious spirit, can 
aloue ensure success to their labors. 

Wishing to you, fellow citizens, health and prosperity io time, and 
perfect bliss in eternity, they respectfully conclude this address. 





Ricumonp, June 5th, 1815. 
SIR, 

‘The subseribers, managers of the Bible Society of Virginia, soli- 
eit your attertion to a subjeet, in their estimation, of high importance 
to the improvement of the rising generation, part of which, they are 
informed, is entrusted to your eare. 

Taking it for granted that being a guide of the young “ in the way 
in which they should go,” you are yourself, a believer in the divine 
authority of the Holy Scriptures, we hope that you are sensible of the 
expediency of justilling into the minds of children, at an early age, a 
knowledge of the great truths revealed in that book which contains 
the oracles of God ;—and, therefore, as managers of a society which 
has in view the general good of the human race, and more especially 
of our own countrymen, we respectfully suggest the propriety of in- 
trodueing into your seminary the Bible, as a book to be generally 
read by your scholars as part of their school exercise. We trust that 
(without being considered officious or presumptious) we may be per- 
mitted to make this recommendation ; and that it will be received in 
the spirit and temper in which it is offered. 

We know and deeply regret that the failure to use the scriptures in 
the manner we propose is very general in our laud ; to such a degree, 
indeed, that a stranger, on coming into most of our schools, and ob- 
serving the books in common use, might be induced to suppose that 
he was in a heathen rather than a christian country ! In the semivaries 
of Mahometans, the Koran, with all ifs absurdities and delusions, is 
universally, and almost exclusively taught; while the children of 
christians are carefully instructed in the languages of ancient Italy 
‘and Greece, and their minds familiarized to all the impurities of the 
heathen mythology; to the neglect of “ that wisdow which cometh 
from above.” ‘I'hey read with delight the history of the desolating 
ambition of Alexander and Cesar, und other votaries of false glory ; 
but are kept in ignorance of that true and authentic history, which, 
while it unfolds the providence of God, at the same time makes uve ac- 
quainted with human nature, and gives to every action of mau its 
real character. They study the frequently erroneous maxims, the 
frigid and worldly morality of pagan philosophers; andin the hea- 





venly doctrines and holy precepts of christianity. They form their 





4 
@ 
tt 
2 
e 
a 
« 
c 
of 


sr Re 


i Fe 


a oe 


oet burned with the fires of unhallowed 
pe ty Sap ry oP AS yee no motives but the love uf fume, 
while they are permitted to remzin unacquainted wiih the patietic, 
the eloquent and sublime strains of men whose bears are warmed and 
elevated by the inspiring influences of the spirit of God. They take 
for example in the various relations of life, the conduct of heathen 
statesmen and philosophers, and disregard the pattern of living virtue 
exhibited by the Patriarchs, Prophets and Aposties, and above all, 
by that Saviour “ who knew no sin, neither was guile found in his 


mouth !” 

We indulge, however, the pleasing persuasion that a system of ed- 
ucation, which, at first was introduced by lukewarmness in religion, 
and afterwards made general by the ever to be lamented (though 
short-lived) prevalence of infidelity amongst us, continues at present 
to exist, merely through the force of habit, and want of due consil- 
eration in parents and precep(ors, but will soon give way to the hap- ¢ 
pily increasing influence of correct principles and vital piety. ; 

We are, indeed, aware, that many entertain an opinion, that chil- 
dren, if compelled to read the bible when at school, are aptto be dis- 
gusted With that excellent book, and rendered unwilliog to look into 
it in their riper years. ‘This may be the case in some instances of 
reniarkable perverseness ; or where a defect of judgment in the tutor 
preveats him from using the proper methods to ivepire his pupils with | 
a fon iness for the scriptures, by directing them, principally, to such 
portions 23 are best caieulated to please, a3 well asinform the youth- 
ful micd. For, although every part of the sacred volume is “ given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correct(on, for instruction in righteousness ; that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works ; yet we readily 
admit that some parts are more obscare than others, and less adapted 
to the understandings of children : but we venture confidently to pro- 
nounce that, by making judicious selections by directing their atten- 
tion to the passages most interesting in their subject anil obvious in 
their meaning, a preceptor would generally excite in the hearts of 
his pupils a love of the scriptures, which (though it might be enlee- 
bled by the cares and follies of the world) would be retained ina 
great. measure, and be productive of good effects to the end of life. 


We take the liberty, then, to request you, sir, to engage in this good 
work of reformation in the mode of instruction, and with pleasure as- 
sure you, that we will, on very moderate terms, supply the requisite 
number of bibles or testaments, for the use of your seminary. The 
books distributed by the society are elegantly printed, in a stereotype 
press, and may be had from any one of us in the city of Richmond, at 
the low price of 62 1-2 cents for each bible, and 25 cents for each 
testament. Should you approve of the measure here proposed, it 
will be advisable for you to communicate as garly as possible with 
the Rev. John H. Rice, our corresponding secretary, that measures 
may be adopted always to eupply apy orders that may be made for 
bibles or testaments. o 

Wishing success to your important labors, on which the wisdom and 
virtve of the present and future generations so much depend, we re- 
snain, respectfully, your friends and fellow citizens. 


JOHN PD. BLAIR, 
JOHN BRYCE, 
ROBERT GREENHOW, 
JOHN H. RICE, 
WILLIAM MUNFORD, 
HENRY ROBINSON, 
GEORGE WATT, 
ARCHIBALD BLAIR, 
JOHN PARKHILL, 
CARTER BERKELEY, 
WILLIAM MAYO, 
WILLIAM FENWICK. 


P. S.—If vou havein your school any poor children, whose par- 
rents, guardians or masters are not able to purchase bibles or testa- 





ments for their use, at the foregoing prices, they may be furnished 
grateitously. 
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From the N. ¥. Commercian Apvertiser—Dee. 30. 


Adult Schools.—T he following iateresting letter on this subject, has 
been communicated to us for publication. We insert it in our ¢0- 
lumins with much pleasure, and hope it may lead the pious and bene- 
volent to reflect seriously on the importuuce of establishing schools 
for Adults in this city. Among our poor, there are doubtiess thou- 
sauds who cannot read, and who are destitute of all the means of m 
ral iostruction :— 


Bestron, (Eng.) 19th October, 1815. 
My dear Friend, 


I was requested on Sunday to meet the Seamen, at their Adult 
School, where I had the pleasure to see the veteran Jack ‘Tar, asso- 
ciated with Prussians, Greeks, Portuguese, Blacks, &c. &c.-of various 
ages, all sitting down harmoniously together, forgetful of the horrors 
of war and the toils and dangers they had escaped, endeavouring to 
learn to readthe Holy Scriptures which are able to make them wise 
unto salvation. Ap aged black with a white head seemed so anxious 
to learn that he came up at the close, to request permission to take 
home the adult book, that he might learn during the leisure hours of 
the week, this being readily granted, several ers preferred a sim- 
ilar request and were not refused.—I addressed thein in a strain of 
sympathy for their lost rime, and encouragement to redeem the future for 
the important purpose for which life was bestowed, the salvation of 
their souls, pointed out the sins peculiar to Scamen illustrating the 
points with aneedotes, particularly of a swearing lientenant who died 
an awful death, and a seaman who having drank lo excess, was drown- 
ed here; alive in perfect health at five o'clock on Saturday evening, 
and in his grave at five o'clock on Sunday evening; as his ship was 
on the point of sailing.—I touched these two points in a way to pro- 
duce a burst of tears from eyes unaccustomed to bedew the manly 
cheek.— ‘The conductor then concluded with prayer, and all went a- 
way in astate of mind seldom felt before. One of the visitors told me 
that he had been with the commanding officers of the IVestminster 
militia to request permission for the Soldiers to attend Adult Schools, 
which they cheerfully complied with. Billets were printed and the 
captains drafted off 5, 10, 15, or 20 men from each company as they 
could be spared to the Adult Schools! Surely some of the seed sown 
must fall upon prepared good ground and bring forth much fruit to the 
praise of the Lord of the harvest. A meeting has been held at High 
Wycomb, the 29th ult. Lord Grenville in the chair, the Prince Re- 
gent, patron—about 25 of the principal nobility and gentry were pre- 
sent, and were delighted with the progress made by the adults during 
the past year, so that you see the thing progresses. Captain Cowan 


accompanied me last evening to the Sanday School Union quarterly | 


meeting of teachers, and friends to Sunday Schools; he appeared de- 
lighted to see so many denominations of Christians forgetting their 
points of difference united in the great object of tutoring the rising 
generation for this life an! that which is tocome. ‘Tens of thousands 
are under the superintendance of the Union; the particulars you will 
find in oue of the parcels. A boy of 7 years of age, who has lately 
learnt to read, was exhibited, who could repeat the whole of St. John’s 
gospel! another had been rewarded for learning by heart, all the 
Epistles! Such instances of retentive memories are very numerous. 
In one school the children learnt every week the three texts printed 
on their reward “tickels; thus storing their minds with 156 sclcoted 
texts of scripture—surely al! cannot be in vaiv. 


Ee 


OBITUARY. 


ENGLAND.+In London, Nov. 1, the celebrated Dr. Lerrsom, aged 70. He intro- 
duced into England the root called Mang'e Wurtzell, which it is now proposed to call 
Lettsom Root. He was preparing for publication an enlarged edition of his “ Natural- 
it’s Companion ;"* anda new work consisting ciiefly of an “ Avalysis of Literary Read- 
ing,” for 40 years. lo Nottingham, T. F.yi.xs, and W. Mipocamons, esquires, bankers 
and partners through life in different extensive concerns—the former while engaged at a 
game of chess. with one of bis daughters, and the latter, who was previously indisposed, 
never spoke after he received the account of his partner"a death. 

NEW-HA MPSHIRE.—In Scarborough, onthe 12ih Nov. last, Mrs. Lyota Laneas- 
TER, wife of the Rev. Thomas Lancaster, inthe 70th year of her age, slept in Jesus —- 
Ste abounded { oxoral and christian excellencies, being sweetly united to the govern- 
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wepi of Ged. Her beart was ia heaven while she iahabited this earth: Her conversa- 
‘tion was mych about heaveuly entertainmente—Her delight was in the Jaw, gospel and 
> worship Bt Boa Patience had its perfect work in ber soul—she bore with asmile rather 
than groan the most distressing sickneas. We leave her, in fruition of joy unspeakable 
full of glary. 

MARY CAND.—On the 23d Nov. last, at his residence in Charles county, Maryland, 
the Rev. Dr. Baysawtn Conree, in the 65th year of his age. ‘The deceased was dis- 
tinguished by a life, honorable and useful to his country and his friends, and irreproacha- 

_ ble before all the world. He was an officer in the army of the revolu‘ion, and was es- 
teemed brave and humane, admired by his brother officers, and beloved by bis soldiere. 
On the establishment of his country’s independence, he visited France, Spain and Eng: 
Jand, and after a short residence abroad, returned home, with improvements on a mind 
which had ear'y heen imbued with classic literature and with embellishment of manners, 
which judicious travelling seldom fails to impart ; but with the eame native Roman siin- 
plicity of character, the same chaste and inflexible originality of disposition, which early 
marked him out as a soldier‘and statesman of the American republic. He was an able 
agd faithful representative in congress ; and though from natural ‘diffidence, not a. public 
debator, yet, in deliberation solid ; in enquiry profound and indefatigable ; in judgment 
elear and correct ; and in decision honest and independent. He was the friend of Wash- 
_ ington, and aco patriot legislator with the present august perstnage who fills the execu- 
tive chair of ourcountry. In latter life, from bis amiable and pious demeanor, and 
from his retired and domestic habits, he was induced by the persuasion of _his friends and 
his own serious.and devout turn of mind, to enter into holy orders. This appears to be 
the eharacter, above all, which, by God and nature he was destined to fill. The Pro- 
testant Episcopal Diocese of Maryland, have witnessed unremitting, for, many years 
past, the most laborious and conscientious discharge ef his duties, exlibiting in his public 
aod private offices, a Divine both in precept and practice, pure, charitable, and compas- 
sionate. Though strictando bservant of the canons and ceremonies of the church, yet, 
mild, cheerfu', aud unostemtatious ; uniting the manvers and character of a private ac- 
complished gentleman, with’ only the essentials of an orthodox chrietian minister. He 
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, late meeting of the convention, at Baltimore, though personally absent, fret il) heal 
' on the first Ratlot he Hivided the votes with the present-Suffra Bishop- At bis rend 
he was chief judge of the testamentary court of his-county, fling the stations and dig. 
charging the double labors for many years past, of a high civil office, and the pastor of an 
extensive parish. Though ‘ achurchmar,’ he was not ‘fond of power,’ but, as he fought 
for the rights of man in '76, he continued a firm advoente of them in 1815. Yet he neyer 
meddled with temporal subjects in the pulpit, as be conceived decency and duty sestrain- 
ed him there to spiritual things alone. In fine, as the friend and benefactor of man, the 
deceased stood high, and was but seldom surpassed ; and as the son, husband, parent, 
friend, his qualities and exceéllencies are as imperishable ae his memory. In his last 
moments, his efiorts were to raise bis dying han@s in prayer to the great God of alt 
| mercies. ‘ 
| SOUTH-CAROLINA. ©n the 17th of November, Col, Banxixy Mastin, formerly 
ya citizen aud Representative of Edgefield District, 5. C. He was ove of the Heroes of 
' 176, who acted his part as an officer and a soldier during our Revolutionary struggle for 
| independence, ina mavner that did credit to himself and hig friends; and since bis resi- 
dence in Bedford county, Tena. he has been honored with “a place in the sevatorial ea- 
binet. He was taken ill while attending to the duties of a useful member of society, dis- 
| charging his trust as one of the commissioners for opening a road from thie place through 
! the Cherokee Nation to Nashville, and was conveyed home in a carriage, where he ex- 
' pired the next day ; in bis death bis family, bis friends, and the citizens of West Tennes- 
; ste, have met with a loes which will be seriously felt and long remembered. ' 
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IN THIS CITY. 


On the 22d of Dee. in the 76th year of his age, Mr. Jonn D. Guoxspexcx, an old 
and respectable inhabitant of this city, and the third in lineal descent from ove of the 
first settlers of this state, who came to this country from Rotterdam, about a ceptucy and 
a half ago, 

On the 4thinst: Mrs. Mania Maarcertuis, 
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assed through the several . eesin the chureh tothat of Dr. of Divinity, and at a 


SELECTED. 


The following beautiful Hymn for Erirnany, a 
festival of the Church of England, celebrated 
on the 12th day after Christinas in commemo- 
ration of our Saviour’s being manifested to the 
world by the appearauce of a miraculousstar, 
is from the Christian Observer, a montbly ma- 
gazine of sterl@g merit, published in Eogland, 
aad republished in Boston. 
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HY MN. 
Brightest and best of the cons of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness, and Jend us thine aid! 


Star of the Kast, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 


Cold in bis cradle the dew-drops are shining, 
Low lies hit bed with the beasts of the stall4 
Angels adore him ia slumber reclining ; 
Maker, and Monarch, and Savivur of all. 


Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 

_ Odours of Edom and Offerings divine ; 

Gems of the.mountain and pearls of (be ocean, 
Myrrh fiom the forest and gold from the usine ? 


Vaioly we offer each ample oblation ; 
Vain!y with gold would his favor secune 5 
Richer by far is the beart’s adoration— 
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 


Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
Dawn on ovr darkness and lend us thine aid ! 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid! 
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PCETICAL DEPARTMENT. 
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MORNING HYMN. 


On wings of brightest radiance borne, 
From orient skies now bursts the morn; 
The feather’d songsters wake their strains, 
And tenfold beauty gilds the plains. 


Tho” round the bed of tranquil sleep 
Kind guardian pow’rs their vigils keep, 
Our souls refresh’d and tun’d so gay, 
With rapture bail the new-born day. 


To thee, Almighty God! above, 
Eternal source f bliss and léve, 
We owe the bleesings which impart 
Such joyous feelings to the heart. 


From month to month, from year to year. 
We're still the objects of thy care ; 

And when the high behest is ziv’a, 

The duteous sou! is call’d to beav’a. 


EVENING HYMN. 
Far west declin’d the Orb of day 
To ocean winds his weary way— 
‘Phe sons of men with toil oppress'd, 
Retire to silence and to rest. 


While vight’s dark hours our eye-lida close, 
Our senses luil to soft repose, 

We trust in God’s protecting aid, 

To guide us thro’ the lonely shade. 


His hand directs this rolling ball, 

He bids earth’s empires rise and fall, 

Calls world’s to being with a breath, 
And shuts tea thousand eyes in death. 


Great God ! thou source of endless praise, 
Thon theme of everlasting lays, 
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Grant us thy grace ; and O may we, 
While living, live alone to thee. 


-_—— -- 


THE FIRE-FLY. 


Little rambler of the night, 

Where and whence thy glowing light ? 
ts it form’d of evening dew, 

Where and whence thy brilliant hue * 
Hark ! methinks a voice replies, 

He that form’d the azure skies, 

Great in least, and good to all, 

Lord of man and insect small; 

He it was, that made this vest ; 
Search, adore nor know the rest. 


Little rambler of the sight 

_ Blessed be this voice of thine ! 

He that cloth’d thy form in light 
Is thy God as well as mine ! 


Go er joy in verdant fields, 

What his royal bounty yields : 
Nip tne leaf or taste the flower; 
Sip in nature's roseate bower ; 
Filling full the span that’s given, 
With the boons of gracious Heav’n. 


Amer, Museum. 


VERSES FROM THE ARABIC. 
(By Ibrahim Ben Adham.) 


4 
Relizion’s gems can ne*er adorn 
The timsy robe by pleasure worn, 
Its feeh'e texture soon would tear, 
And give those jewels to the air, 
Thrice happy they who seek the abode 
Of peace and pleasure, in their God! 
Who spurn the world, ite joys despises 
And grasp at bias beyond the skice. 
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